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DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

CABINET 
 

MINUTES of the meeting of the Cabinet held on Thursday 5 December 2019 at 7.00 
pm  

 
PRESENT: 
 

Councillor J A Kite, MBE (Chairman) 
Councillor C J Shippam (Vice-Chairman) 
Councillor Mrs A D Allen, MBE 
Councillor S H Brown 
Councillor A R Lloyd 
Councillor Mrs P A Thurlow 
Councillor R J Wells 
 

  
 

 
62. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 
The Cabinet noted the absence of the Managing Director due to ongoing ill-
health and sent their best wishes for a speedy recovery. 
 

63. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interests. 
 

64. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE CABINET MEETING HELD 
ON 31 OCTOBER 2019  
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 31 October 2019 be 
confirmed as an accurate record. 
 

65. URGENT ITEMS  
 
There were no urgent items. 
 

66. TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE CABINET ADVISORY PANEL HELD 
ON 2ND DECEMBER 2019  
 
Members noted that the meeting of Cabinet Advisory Panel B on 2nd 
December 2019 had been cancelled as no items had been drawn down for 
discussion from Parts B, C and D of the agenda and there were no items in 
Part A of the agenda. 
 
The Chairman of the Advisory Panel had however raised a couple of issues 
with the Leader relating to item 7, Community Infrastructure Levy: Funding 
Review 2019, and these would be addressed during consideration of that 
item. 
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67. REFERENCES FROM COMMITTEES  

 
There were no references from other committees. 
 

68. COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY: FUNDING REVIEW 2019  
 
The Head of Regeneration introduced a report which set out an updated 
indicative five year programme of potential infrastructure projects that could 
be supported by the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), which had partially 
replaced s106 funding.  The report outlined the Five Year CIL rolling 
programme, progress made during the past year together with the Annual CIL 
Monitoring Report, an updated Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) and details 
of current CIL receipts and forecasts.  
 
Appendix B to the report detailed the IDP which was divided into three 
sections. Part 1 of the IDP described the fully funded projects where funding 
was provided by s106 contributions or by funding from the Government and 
other agencies to undertake public realm and other works including Rivermill 
Primary School, the secondary school at Stone Lodge, the expanded 
junctions from the A2 at Bean and Ebbsfleet, and the improved junction at St 
Clements Way/London Road. Part 2 described projects that could potentially 
be enabled by CIL monies alongside other funding streams. These were 
primarily located in Dartford Town Centre and Stone and included: 
 

 Dartford Town Centre transport and public realm improvements 

 North of Dartford Town Centre – pedestrian/cycle bridge over 

the River Darent  

 Stone 2-Form Entry Primary School 

 1FE primary school extension and 0.5 school extension in the 

north and west part of the Borough 

 Dartford Town Centre Health and Well Being Hub 

 Stone/Greenhithe Primary Care facility 

 Darent Valley Path – improvements to river and riverside path 

and associated waymarking 

These projects were considered to be necessary to support development in 
the Borough and, on the information currently available, were likely to meet 
the CIL Assessment Criteria. These schemes had been progressed during the 
past year and officers would continue to work with partners to take them 
forward with progress being reported to Cabinet with CIL providing part of the 
funding along with funding streams from other partners. The final Part of the 
IDP detailed those schemes that were less advanced and which required 
more detail in terms of the proposal and timescale, such as the future 
expansion of Darent Valley hospital. The report also detailed the work of the 
Leader’s Advisory Group on CIL and the amount of CIL income distributed to 
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the Parishes and Town Council along with the amounts available to spend on 
projects in unparished areas.  
 
The Head of Regeneration explained that in March 2019 the income collected 
via CIL had amounted to £4.5M and that this had risen to £6.5M by 
December. Overall it was expected that £17.5M would be collected during the 
5 year period of the programme. The Leader of the Council said that the 
Chairman of CAP B had noted the accrual of CIL monies and asked when 
these would start to be used to fund projects. The Head of Regeneration 
explained that some of the proposed projects had lengthy gestation periods 
before they reached the point of development and that some of these were 
approaching the point where funding would need to be applied. She 
emphasised that the £17.5M was the projected amount of CIL that would be 
collected if the programme progressed as anticipated and that CIL money 
would be released as projects developed along with funding from other 
sources. The projects listed in Part 2 of the IDP provided an indicative delivery 
timetable. The Chairman of CAP B had also asked how the Town/Parish 
Councils had been spending the CIL monies allocated to them and whether 
there was a collaborative approach with the Council. The Head of 
Regeneration explained that a number of the CIL projects identified in the Five 
Year programme related to projects in Stone and that the Parish Council was 
fully aware of the expectation that they should apply their CIL funding to these 
projects as they moved forward. 
 
It was noted that CIL funding would be applied as necessary as projects 
moved forward and that there was confidence that all the projects could be 
funded and were not competing for the CIL funds. Progress on the proposed 
Dartford Town Centre Health Hub was discussed and it was noted that the 
CCG was keen to move forward and, given the lack of funding available from 
NHS England, the Council was working with the CCG to identify other funding 
steams and to define expected outcomes.     
 
It was noted that it may be possible to develop a project in and around 
Dartford Town Centre, implementing controlled parking for local residents 
using CIL funding for the unparished area.   
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the CIL Indicative Five Year Programme as set out in Appendix A to 
the report, be agreed as a basis for ongoing liaison with relevant 
infrastructure providers and further development of the identified 
schemes; 

 
2. That, once individual projects within the Indicative Five Year Programme, 

attached at Appendix B to the report, are sufficiently progressed to 
demonstrate they are deliverable, further reports be submitted to Cabinet 
for decisions on  the CIL funding contribution towards them; and  

 

3.   That the CIL Monitoring Report, at Appendix C to the report, be agreed for 
publication. 
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69. FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS 

2020/21  
 
The Cabinet considered a report which detailed the proposed financial 
contributions to be made by the Council to Parish and Town Councils in 
2020/21 and the continuation of the Capacity Building Fund where Parishes 
could bid for funding on a competitive basis. Cabinet noted that the proposed 
financial contributions reflected the level of funds originally provided to the 
Council on the basis that these would be passed-on to the Parish Councils but 
that there would be no s136 funding going forward.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the following contributions be made to Parish and Town Councils to 
compensate for lost council tax income in local areas for the introduction of 
the council tax support scheme: 

 
 

Parish/Town Council                £ 

Bean 334 

Darenth 1,923 

Longfield 631 

Southfleet 198 

Stone 7,021 

Sutton at Hone and Hawley 1,737 

Swanscombe and 
Greenhithe 14,435 

Wilmington 1,317 

 
2. That the contributions be made subject to the Parish and Town Councils 

submitting suitably analysed details of estimated net expenditure for the 
ensuing year by 31 January each year, and actual net expenditure for the 
preceding year no later than six months after the end of each financial year, 
in a format prescribed by the Council. 

 
3. That the payments be made in two equal instalments; the first on 30 April 

(or next working day) and the second, the latter of 30 September (or next 
working day) or seven days following receipt of the Parish or Town 
Councils’ 2019/20 accounts, certified as correct by their Clerks. 

 
4. That the Council continues to operate the Capacity Building Fund and 

makes a contribution of £40,000 into the fund in 2020/21 
 

5. That the Managing Director, in consultation with the Leader and Deputy 
Leader of the Council, be granted delegated authority to agree the Capacity 
Building Fund bidding criteria and approval of awards through a Grants 
Panel process. 
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70. WRITE OFF OF NATIONAL NON-DOMESTIC RATES  
 
The Cabinet considered a report which proposed writing-off National Non-
Domestic Rates debts where it had not been possible to obtain payment 
because of insolvency, or where the ratepayer could not be traced or the debt 
was otherwise irrecoverable. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the sums shown in the revised Exempt Appendix A to the report, 
amounting to £523,312.09, be written-off as irrecoverable. 
 

71. REVENUE BUDGET MONITORING 2019/20 - PROJECTED OUTTURN AND 
2020/21 BUDGET PROCESS  
 
The Cabinet considered a report which presented the projected outturns on 
the General Fund and the Housing Revenue Account for 2019/20, detailed the 
reasons for significant variances and sought approval for the budget setting 
process for 2020/21. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the projected outturn position for the General Fund and the Housing 
Revenue Account for 2019/20 be noted; and 

 
2. That the Managing Director/Strategic Director (Internal Services) be 

granted delegated authority to determine and publish the 2020/21 draft 

budget, in consultation with the Leader of the Council and the Finance 

Portfolio Holder prior to the budget being presented to the General 

Assembly of the Council for approval in February 2020. 

 
72. CAPITAL BUDGET MONITORING 2019/20 - PROGRESS AND 

PROJECTED OUTTURN  
 
The Cabinet considered a report which detailed the progress to date on the 
schemes in the approved Capital Programme and the latest position on 
capital resources. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the Cabinet notes the progress made to date on the 2019/20 Capital 
Programme. 
 

73. JOINT TRANSPORTATION BOARD AGREEMENT WITH KENT COUNTY 
COUNCIL AND PARISH REPRESENTATION  
 
The Cabinet considered a report which described the proposed new 
agreement governing the work of the Joint Transportation Board (JTB) with 
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Kent County council and that the Parish Council representation for 2019/20 
should be increased from one to two members.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Cabinet notes and endorses the new Joint Transportation Board 
agreement with Kent County Council and notes the increase in Parish 
representation for 2019/20; and 

 
2. That the new agreement be recommended to the General Assembly of the 

Council for adoption. 

 
74. CORPORATE PLAN - KEY ACTIONS AND PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

MONITORING REPORT  
 
The Cabinet considered a report which provided details of the latest set of 
Corporate Plan key actions and performance indicators for the second quarter 
of 2019/20. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the contents of the key action and performance indicator monitoring 
reports attached at Appendices A and B to the report be noted. 
 

75. TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE STRATEGIC 
HOUSING BOARD HELD ON 16 OCTOBER 2019  
 
The Cabinet received the minutes of the meeting of the Strategic Housing 
Board held on 16 October 2019. The Leader of the Council explained that he 
had given the Board a specific remit that it was taking forward on a task and 
finish basis, including identifying categories of housing need, housing 
provision and client groups, and to produce a database that would enable 
anyone seeking to live in Dartford to easily access relevant information to help 
and assist them to do so.  This would follow a similar model to that previously 
undertaken to provide information for ‘Family Services’ which had proved very 
successful. Cabinet also discussed the particular housing needs of ex-
servicemen and their families and the help available to them. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the meeting of the Strategic Housing Board held on 16 
October 2019 be noted. 
 

76. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That, under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as 
amended), the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the 
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following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure 
of exempt information. 
 
No members of the press or public were present during discussion of the 
following item of business.  
 

77. WRITE-OFF OF NATIONAL NON-DOMESTIC RATES - EXEMPT 
APPENDIX A (EXEMPT CATEGORY SO 46(1)(B) ANNEX 1 PARAGRAPH 
3)  
 
Members discussed the background to specific cases, detailed in the revised 
Exempt Appendix A, where it was proposed to write-off of National Non-
Domestic Rates and sought clarification as to why enforcement measures had 
not been successful. Whilst the efforts of the Revenue Services team to 
pursue debt were fully recognised by the Cabinet it was felt that it might be 
appropriate to conduct a light touch review of the Council’s practices in the 
New Year to see whether any new approaches could be beneficial.  

 
RESOLVED: 
 

That, following discussion of the main report (minute 70), the revised Exempt 
Appendix A to the report be noted. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 7.39 pm 
 

  
 
 

Councillor J A Kite, MBE 
CHAIRMAN 
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